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TIEN FENG NEWS 


From Tien Feng for April 15, 29, and May 13, we glean the following items of information. 


The CLS has reprinted W. B. Djang s translation of William Temple's Readings in St. John's 
Gospel, first published in 1950, and is selling it at paper covers ¥2.00, hard covers ¥3.00. The 
CLS takes more than half a page to advertise the value of this book. The China Bible House an- 
nounces apologetically that it must increase the price of the ordinary size Bible from ¥1. 80 to 
¥2.40. The announcement states that the earlier price had been set when it was costing them 
¥3.70 a copy to print, so that they were losing two yuan on each copy. Now the printing cost 
has gone up to ¥4.40, so at the new price they are still losing two yuan per copy. Chester Miao 
has published another in his series of booklets on Old Testament characters, this one on David. 


2 The Hangchow Baptist leader T. C. Bau has an article about an official visit to the Wenchow 


region. This was evidently sponsored by the Religious Affairs Bureau, and the visiting team in- 
cluded Catholics as well as Protestants, but Mr. Bau's report concerns only the Protestant churches. 
In the 16 counties which they include in the Wenchow district there are more than a thousand 
churches - Methodist, CIM, Christian Independent, Jesus Independent, Little Flock, Seventh Day 
Adventist, and the Chinese Jesus Church’’ (Chung-hua Yeh-su Chiao-hui), seven denominations. 
In Wenchow city there are 23 churches, in Juian county 78, P’ingyang county 194, Huangyen 
county 32, Wenling county 85, Yungchia county about 300. The other counties he did not visit. 
In the counties he visited Methodist and CIM churches predominated. These churches, approxi- 
mately 700 in number, have about 60,000 members, 300 paid workers and 1, 300 volunteer 
workers. In most of these counties relations with the government are satisfactory, the one ex- 
ception being Wenling county, where of its 85 churches only one is formally open, one informally 
open, and the other 83 still closed since Land Reform. The big difficulty is the return of church 
property. During Land Reform all church property in the country was occupied by government 
organs, and in many places, not only in Wenling but also in other counties, it has not yet been 
given back. Moreover, in Yungchia and Juian counties new difficulties with the government 
have arisen, but he does not say what they are. He is hopeful that his visit will help to solve 
some of the difficulties. The Three Self influence has not spread very strongly in this region - 

he was surprised to find churches that had never had reports of the Peking Christian Conference 
last year, and knew nothing of Y. T. Wu's Three Witnesses’’. These churches are having dif- 
ficulties in self-support. Only a very few have property to rent, the rest must depend on free will 
offerings. Most pastors must do outside work for part of their support, but that has become more 
difficult since the organization of the cooperative farms, for they evidently cannot go into those 


on a part time basis. 
There are several articles on the one cup practice’’ in the Anglican Church. While show- 
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ing a sympathetic understanding of the traditional background involved, the writers are — 
to condemn the practice as unsanitary and a blind following of tradition, and urge instead the 
adoption of the individual communion cup system. 


The April 15 number is the Easter number, with quite a number of appropriate articles, be- 
ginning with a sermon by Bishop Z. T. Kaung, and going on to articles by Matthew Tang, by a 
professor in Moscow Theological Seminary, and others. 


The Church of Christ in China has 11 churches and 6 preaching places in Amoy, with nine 
ordained pastors and 13 other preachers and Bible women. Church members number 2,173. In- 
come for 1956 was almost ¥30, 000, of which only a small part came from rentals, most being 
subscriptions from church members. As the writer says, self-support is no problem in Amoy. 


The Kiahsing district (CCC) held its annual meeting in February, and reported a total of 
2, 896 church members, an increase of 126 over the year before. There were 226 baptisms 
during the year. The district raised for church expenses during 1956 ¥14,640. 26 of the mem- 
bers have been elected congress deputies on the city, village or county level. 


The Hangchow Upper River district of the CCC also reported a good year at its February an- 
nual meeting. Baptisms for three years had totaled 813, and the membership was now over 
4,000. Subscriptions for church support have also increased greatly. One church which gave 
only 92 yuan in 1954 increased to 356 in 1955, and to 428 in 1956. 


rhe April 29 Tien Feng has a belated report on the sentence given to Watchman Ni, founder 
of the Little Flock. One June 21, 1956, he was sentenced to 15 years imprisonment. He ap- 
pealed, but the sentence was confirmed by a higher court on January 28, 1957. In recording 
this the Tien Feng reporter takes the opportunity to give a summary of the evidence against Ni 
as it was stated by the judge on June 21, 1956. It seems to be in three parts: First, Ni made 
some reports against the Fourth Route Army (Communist) in 1944-5; second, he reported so 
the conditions in Shanghai to various spies“ when he visited Hong Kong in 1950; third, he 
in possession of pornographic literature and pictures. (This statement leaves me aghast at the 
severity of the sentence, for the first and third points, even if true, would not be actionable, 
and he is not charged under the second point with having revealed any military secrets, but only 
reporting what was common knowledge in Shanghai.) The report accepts the sentence without 
question, calling him Criminal Ni throughout. 


The Executive Committee of the Methodist Foochow Annual Conference met in April to 
make plans for the holding of the 11th session. The 10th session was held in 1949, so evidently 
the Annual Conference has not met since that date. In 1949 the membership was given as 
18, 197; this news item speaks of it today as a church of 21,000 members. Executive Secretary 
George Wu and Assistant Executive Secretary Huang p'ei-yung of the all-China Central Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Church were present, having come down from Shanghai for the occasion. 
The appointment of Huang P’ei-yung as Assistant Executive Secretary for the whole of the Meth- 
odist Church in China (American) has evidently been made quite recently, as he was only or- 


dained elder in 1956 in the East China Annual Conference. 


The Honan Diocese of the Anglican Church met in April, with 37 delegates present. It is 
noted that their financial position has improved since they united the accounting for the whole 
diocese. 


Following the reorganization of the CCC synods along province lines in Kiangsu and Anhwei, 
the Nanking District or Presbytery has now been organized, comprising Nanking and Chinkiang 
cities and the counties of Chint’ang, Wuchin, Liyang, Tanyang, Kiangning, Kaoshun and 
Tangt' u. Rev. Irving Chu of Nanking was elected chairman of a 17 man executive committee. 
Nanking YMCA Secretary Chu Pei-en is spoken of in the news item as Executive Secretary of 


the Kiangsu Synod. 


Fang Neng-ping reports in an article about the church of the Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance (Hsuan Tao Hui) in Kuangsi province. They have 83 churches in the province, 27 in 
cities and 56 in the country, with about 40% of the church members in, the cities. There are 
38 pastors, 18 voluntary workers, and about 2, 700 regular communicants. Four new pastors 
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other work on the side. 
51 delegates from the 89 churches of Mid-China (Hua Nui) Association of the Southern Bap- 


tist Church (Chin Hsin Hui) met in Kaifeng in April. These churches have a total of about 60 
pastors, most of whom also have to do other work on the side. 


CHURCH NEWS 


The United Christian Book Store has just completed a special sale of its books at 20% dis- 
count, and the report is that the sale was very successful. 


The Endeavorers Church in Shanghai continues its English services, midweek meetings and 
young peoples bible study classes. Christian Russians from Sinkiang are among its worshippers. 
More of these people are now finding it possible to get exit visaes to Hong Kong. 


MARCUS CHEN'S SPEECH 


On March 19 Rev. Marcus Chen addressed the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Con- 
ference in Peking on the subject of respect for religious faith. His speech was reported in full 
in the March 25 People’s Daily, and reprinted in the May 13 Tien Feng, from which we have 
the following translation: 


I had not intended to speak at this Conference session, because our leader Y. T. Wu has 
already spoken, and I thoroughly endorse his recommendations. But I have found that though 
his speech aroused a great deal of interest, yet some people misunderstood it. They did not 
note his three main propositions, namely, 1. The government has been energetic in carrying out 
its religious policy, and its achievements in this respect have been great. 2. For this epoch- 
king change in Chinese Christianity (i.e., the establishment of the Three Self Movement), 
cannot but give thanks to the People’s Government and the Communist Party. 3. We Chinese 
Christians will not be led astray by imperialism, we love our glorious new China and its leaders, 
the Communist Party and Chairman Mao Tze-tung; we want to govern our church well; we will 
do our best for the socialist reconstruction of our country; with the whole world we will seek for 
justice and for the union of peace-loving Christians, and will work for world peace and human 

On the basis of these three propositions Mr. Wu made some further observations. No 
one disagreed with him as he said. Some churches have not been allowed to resume services, 
in some villages and small cities church buildings and furniture have been appropriated by 
various government organs, and the religious life of Christians has been interfered with. The 
policy has not been uniform, and some cadres have taken a hostile attitude throughout, forbid- 
ding subscribing money to the church, repairing church buildings or taking in new members. 
Some cadres have not only not respected religious faith, but have even adopted an abusive at- 
titude. Every one recognizes that these mistakes should be corrected. But some friends thought 
that Mr. Wu ought not to have raised these vague questions about the carrying out of the reli- 
gious policy, and thought that his purpose was to preclude criticism of his religious faith. On 
the contrary Mr. Wu said, ‘*Believers, unbelievers and critics of religious faith all have free- 
dom. It does not disturb us that some persons criticize our faith. A believer who is a humble 
seeker after truth is not afraid of criticism of his faith. 

I would like to add a few words in support of Mr. Wu's recommendations. First I would 
like to say, the contradiction between belief and unbelief, between theism and atheism, is a 
contradiction among the people, and not against an external element. We are all citizens of 
China, and this is not a contradiction between friends and enemies of the people, but an at- 
tempt at discrimination, at finding the truth. It is a contradiction of the ‘hundred schools’. 
Therefore believers have freedom to preach their faith, and unbelievers have freedom to criti- 
cize religion, and the attempt in this controversy to discover the truth should be carried out 
calmly, without abuse or name-calling. You speak out your atheism and I will preach my 
theism, and in this controversy you must not take to abusing my mother, defiling my ancestral 
graves or reviling my ancestors. In the eyes of us Christians, God is the Supreme Being, and 
churches are His temples, the place where Christians worship Him. In the argument over 
and atheism, you must not revile God, or blaspheme His name; you must not take our 
churches by force. For example, a letter from a minority wibesman just the other day says, 


Our church is still occupied and is in terrible condition, as it is being used as a table. This | 
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